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What’s Better Than A Perfect Game?

I don’t expect most of you to understand. I am unapologetic. I'm a futbol nut. (That’s “soccer” to you
uneducated, American pretenders to the stolen word. It was ours first!) The World Cup is the one of the few
times [ wish I had a television and also the season where I make unannounced pastoral calls on church members
who just happen to have 50-plus inch high definition television screens.

But even as my mind is abuzz with the buzz of vuvuzelas (if you have to ask, never mind), my heart keeps
returning to early June where Christian charity was on full display in my other favorite sport.

The date was June 2, 2010. Detroit Tiger pitcher, Armando Galarraga, was one out away from pitching a
perfect game in baseball. A “perfect game” has been accomplished only twenty times in baseball’s history — 27
men up, 27 men down. No hits, no walks, no errors. No one sniffs first base. With 26 outs in the books,
Armando got the “final” batter to hit a grounder to the first baseman. Armando Galarraga covering the bag
clearly tagged the bag ahead of the runner. A perfect game! The players began to celebrate!

But the first base umpire, Jim Joyce, saw the play differently. He called the runner safe. Replays
immediately showed just how bad the call was that Joyce had made. The runner was out, as they say, “by a
mile.” Upon watching the replay after the game, Umpire Joyce recognized his mistake. He said with tears in his
eyes, “I blew that game for that kid.”

Now, Armando Galarraga had every right to call for Jim Joyce’s head on a platter. Joyce, the first base
umpire, botched the call on what would have been the final out of a perfect game. Anger and bile could easily
have spewed forth from Galarraga’s mouth.

Yet after the game, Galarraga expressed his respect for Joyce as a first-rate umpire and let him off the hook
with a simple and poignant, “Nobody’s perfect.” Kind words from a man who had just pitched a perfect game
ruined by an imperfect call. (Days later, ESPN released a poll of Major League Baseball players that
overwhelming supported Jim Joyce, calling him, “the best umpire in baseball.”)

Nobody’s perfect. Wise words. We often forget them in our private pursuits of self-glory. The truth is we
depend on each other. Baseball players and umpires need each other. As do husbands and wives, parents and
children, co-workers, and fellow citizens. But nobody’s perfect. We will let each other down. And when we do
it’s the person let down who has the most power — to let the other off the hook, to turn the other cheek, to
speak words of release, to let love and forgiveness overrule the offense.

The next night, Tiger manager Jim Leyland sent Galarraga to home plate umpire Jim Joyce with the
ceremonial line-up card. Another classy move. Tiger players stopped by before the game to pat Joyce on the
arm and speak kind words. When the game was over, Joyce said, “I don’t want to make it sappy and say it was
love, but the support I got was just love.”

Just love. Nothing but love. In a game that is sometimes more than just a game, it’s good to know that
love can overrule an errant ump’s call.

We humans don’t reveal our beauty in perfection. We reveal our beauty in love. Thanks, Armando
Galarraga, for something more beautiful than a perfect game.

The Blessings of Summer to You,
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Lay-Ministry News

On Sunday, May 23", we celebrated Pentecost, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit, by emphasizing the gifts and
talents of our members! Time & Talent Surveys were
distributed to the congregation at the end of the service,
and 107 were filled out. You have been hiding your
talents well!

Cr=n, As Mark has stated firmly, we do not want
i = // what you don’t want to give, but many of
B \/ you have talents and gifts to share and
haven’t been sure how to utilize them! Part
of my job as Lay-Ministry Director is to learn about the
interests and talents each of you have, and how you might
like to use them in our church community. Throughout
the summer, I will be getting to know those of you who are
interested and willing to serve in some capacity, and
bringing together people with similar talents. Needs of the
church can be met, and we can find creative new ways for
worship, service, fellowship, etc.

If you have not yet filled out a Time & Talent Survey,
please pick one up from the table in the narthex. Stamped
envelopes are available as well, so you can return the form
to the church at your convenience.

Thank you for sharing your talents and time!

— Donna O’Hanlon
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Choir News

Junior Choir Awards

Special thanks to the Junior Choir members for their
outstanding contribution to the church music program this
year. The children have provided special music for
worship approximately once a month during the year.

On Sunday, June 13" the children received pins in
recognition of the number of years they have been
members of the choir. Those who received awards are:

Daniel Gaiewski
Caroline Hanson
Andrew Kerst

Owen Driskill
Jacob Jankowski
Emerson Parker

First Year:

Second Year:

Daisy Willi _
aisy Williams I
Third Year: Kelly Kerst i @@Q D
Matthew Kerst ( Vo
NAVARNAA
Fourth Year: Sean Estep [ H ' ll‘ \
Jeffrey O’Hanlon e Fes=
Megan Roberts
Fifth Year: Emma Driskill

Gabrielle Westrate

Following the worship service, the children enjoyed a
pizza party at the Groton Pizza Hut. Many thanks to all
for a great year!

Handbell & Senior Choir Picnic

On Sunday, June 13™, the Senior and Handbell Choirs
held their year-end picnic at the home of Marge & Joe
Jackson. Excellent food and an evening of fellowship were
enjoyed by all.

We would like to thank all of the choir members for
their constant support and dedication throughout the
year. We appreciate your faithfulness in attendance at
choir rehearsals and the outstanding job you do on Sunday
mornings!

— Sincerely, Eileen & Bob Newton

Annual PW Picnic

The Annual Presbyterian Women’s Picnic will be held on
Wednesday, July 7%, at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Jane
Ackley (113 Governor’s Circle, Groton). All are welcome
— please sign up to bring a salad or dessert, drinks will be
provided. Bring a lawn chair and join us for a relaxing
evening of fellowship and friendship!  Contact Jen
Raymond at 860-572-1270 or Martha Parker at 860-572-
0296 if you have any questions.

Summer Spirit Seekers

Feel like something’s missing while all the usual programs
are on summer hiatus? Looking to enrich your summer
with spiritual discussion? Just want another opportunity
for summer fellowship? If so, please join us in the lounge
on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. beginning July 11!
During this hour before worship, we will have an informal
chat about how the Spirit is at work in our lives. Join us
anytime, for one week or as many as you like. No
registration is required, however, please let us know in
advance if you will need childcare and we will arrange it.
Kate Felton may be reached at 860-536-5275 or
keilimoo@yahoo.com, and Debby Green may be reached
at 860-440-2788 or d4green@sbcglobal.net.

Youth Mission Trip

July 11-18, sixteen of our youth will be heading to Spring
Grove, Pennsylvania to particpate in a Group Workcamp.
Please pray for them, and for the chaperones, Terry
O’Hanlon, Katey Kokomoor and Dale Green, who will
also be driving them.
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July/August
Wellness Information

For Mind, Body, Spirit

LASTLY, familiarize yourself
with at least the main
requirements of the new health
care law.

-bulletin.aarp.org June 2010

SCAMS on the RISE

State insurance commissioners
and attorneys general are warning
us about a new wave of scams
exploiting uncertainties about the
new health care law

Con artists may email, call or
show up at your door saying that
under the law you must have
health insurance or go to jail.
They may even identify
themselves as government
officials selling “ObamaCare

insurance.”

For the record: The
requirement to have health
insurance doesn’t start until 2014

and even then you can’t be jailed.
No real government official

sells insurance, no limited
enrollment exists and there is no

such thing as ObamaCare
coverage.

Protect yourself - NEVER sign
up for insurance without calling
your state insurance department
to find out if the policy is
legitimate and the seller is
licensed.

NEVER give your social security
number, credit card number or
bank account number to anyone
you don’t know.

Did You

Free Housecleaning for
Women Undergoing
Chemotherapy

If you or a woman you know is
undergoing chemo, please pass
the word to her that there is a
cleaning service that provides
FREE housecleaning — 1 time
per month for 4 months while
she is having chemo treatment.

All she has to do is sign up and
have her doctor fax a note
confirming the treatment.

Cleaning for a Reason

http://www.cleaningforareason.or

Will have a participating maid
service in her zip code area
arrange for the service. This
organization serves the entire
USA and currently has 547
partners to help these women.

Be a blessing to someone and
please pass the word.

People need to integrate work
and play for a better balance in
the lives. Try to include work in
your play, and play in your work.

The good news is that people
who are overweight or obese
may be able to lower their risks
by achieving a moderate level of
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Keeping a Balance

Given the interconnection of
diet, weight and exercise to
cancer risk, heart disease, and the
increase in type 2 diabetes,
people should try not to focus on
one aspect of improving their
health at the exclusion of
another.

Thoughts For Today

Count Your Blessings

Count your blessings instead of
your crosses,

Count your gains instead of your
losses,

Count your joys instead of your
woes,

Count your friends instead of
your foes,

Count your smiles instead of
your tears,

Count your full years instead of
your lean,

Count your kind deeds instead of
your mean,

Count your health instead of
your wealth,

Count on God instead of
yourself.

Author Unknown


http://www.cleaningforareason.org/
http://www.aicr.org/

Newsletter Preference

If you would like to receive The Anchor newsletter via
email instead of regular mail, please send an email to the
church office and let us know! (office@sapc-ct.org)

Beginning with the September issue, we will email The
Anchor to you as a PDF file, and include a link that will
take you to the newsletter on our church website.

If you wish to continue receiving the church
newsletter through the regular mail, you do not need to do
anything.

Deacon of the Month

The Deacon of the Month for both July and August is
Tammy Gibbs. If you have any needs the Deacons are
here to help! Please contact Tammy at 860-884-8296 or
gibbstamara(@sbcglobal.net.

Tammy Gibb
July a Yy S
Birthdays

Max Eisenbeiser
Duncan Stoddard
Fred Goff

Darcy Peruzzotti
Vicki Hintz
William Haugeto
8 Michelle Gaiewski
Teresa Marshall
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6 Daniel Gordon
7 Jean Anderson

20 Sydney Souder
21 Jim Gentry

Carrie Ryall Harold Haugeto
8 Jay Hespeler Owen Lindenmayer
12 Terry O' Han |l Lolly Stoddard
Ann Gray 24 Eric Culp
19 Dave Roberts Betty Johnson

Richard Kerr

Rachael Kokomoor

26 Kathleen Hallanteri

11

13
15

16
17

18

27

28
30

Summer Dates to Remember

July 4 Communion
11-17 Youth Mission Trip
15 Care & Share Kitchen
20 Session Meeting
23 New London Soup Kitchen
25 Blood Pressure Screenings
28 Mission Department Meeting
30 New London Soup Kitchen
August 1 Communion
17 Session Meeting
19 Care & Share Kitchen
27 New London Soup Kitchen
29 Blood Pressure Screenings
Helen Austin 21 Christine Brown
Sam Eisenbssr 23 Jeff Brown
Carol Ryall Benjamin Wolford
Carolyn Rymash 24 Pam Brown
Judy Jacobus Kevin Bowdler
Jeffrey Culp Tom Gray
Jane Schoonover 25 Keith Anderson
Kent Anderson Kelley Crabb

Chase Hanson
Angela Wolford
James Rymash
Nancy Barnhart

Allison Gentry
Emily Campbell
Madeline Parent
Jonathan Goff
Kevin Parker
Robert Wallace
Tom Barnhart
Melissa Jankowski

27 Juanita Wells
29 Michelle Fazzari
30 Jesse Moroyoqui

August
Birthdays

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Dr. Mark E. Porizky, Pastor
Eileen Newton & Dr. Robert Newton, Ministers of Music
Donna O’Hanlon,
Director of Christian Education & Director of Lay-Ministry
Kelley Crabb, Church Secretary
Elyse Detwiler, Parish Nurse
Pat Dalton, Director of St. Andrew Preschool
Rev. Richard L. Van Deusen, Organizing Pastor
Rev. Dr. John C. Fuhrmeister, Pastor Emeritus

(860-705-1262)
(860-739-9562)
(860-381-5045)

(860-445-8348)
(860-446-1058)
(860-405-0478)

MISSION STATEMENT

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church endeavors
to be a Christ-centered Presbyterian Church
with a three-fold purpose:

— to lead men, women, and children to
a saving faith in Jesus Christ
— to strengthen ourselves in faith

— to deploy ourselves in servant ministry,
both here and throughout the world

Check out our website! @ www.sapc-ct.org
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