
 

 

Dear friends, 

 

As you know, the situation with the coronavirus is evolving rapidly. Just yesterday, area school 

districts and libraries announced indefinite closures, and the President declared a state of national 

emergency.  

 

While there is no cause for panic, I believe all of us have a responsibility to do our part to limit 

the spread of this disease in our local community and beyond. That said, the Session and I met 

this morning to discuss what steps we need to take to do our part as a church. Here are the 

decisions we made. 

 

• The regular worship service is cancelled tomorrow, March 15, and the following Sunday, 

March 22. The Session will meet on March 24 to decide if further cancellations are 

necessary. A recording and text of tomorrow’s sermon will be posted on the SAPC website. 

A virtual worship service will be offered on March 22, via Zoom. A link to that service, 

along with instructions, will be emailed to the congregation one or two days prior. 

 

• All church events and activities are cancelled until further notice. This includes committee 

meetings, Bible studies and other classes, mission projects, and choir rehearsals. This also 

includes off-site events, such as Theology On Tap. 

 

• With the exception of substance abuse support groups, the church building will be closed 

until further notice to all outside organizations. 

 

• Over the next few days, Session members will be reaching out to congregants to see if 

anyone has any needs the church can help with. 

 

I understand the feeling of sadness and loss that comes from these decisions. There is something 

deeply powerful about gathering together as a community for worship and service. I also believe, 

however, that by taking these steps we are fulfilling one of our core values: our commitment to 

love and care for our neighbors.  

 

This is an anxious time for all of us. I pray for each of you, and I encourage you to do the same 

for each other. Be safe, and remember these words from Paul’s letter to the Philippians: “Do not 

worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (4:6-7). 

 

Yours in faith, 

 

Pastor Jason 


