
 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

PALM SUNDAY 

APRIL 5, 2020 

10:00 AM 

 

A word about the service: 

Leave your microphone muted.  

Join in the responsive portions, but remain muted. 

Un-mute if you have a joy or concern to share, and mute again after. 

 

 
GATHERING 

(WE PREPARE OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP BY ACKNOWLEDGING WHO WE ARE,  

AND RECEIVING THE ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE.) 

 
 

PRELUDE “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

 

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King! 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One. 

 

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King! 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 

Our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present. 

 

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King! 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 

To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

 

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King! 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

We will give you thanks, O God, for you have answered us; you have become our salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 



 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

TIME FOR CHECKING IN 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Lord Jesus, how well you know our hearts,  

and still you love us—you have loved us to the end.  

 

We have denied you,  

and we have denied our calling to serve one another. 

 

We have betrayed you, 

and we have betrayed your commandment to love one another. 

 

Pour our your Spirit of grace upon us. 

Teach us to love and serve you faithfully and to love and serve one another by the example you 

have set for us. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

 

 
HEARING 

(WE HEAR GOD’S WORD, WRITTEN & PROCLAIMED. GOD’S WORD IS CENTRAL TO OUR 

FAITH;  

HENCE WE PUT IT AT THE CENTER OF OUR WORSHIP.) 

 
 

FIRST READING  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;  

 God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

Let Israel say,  

 “God’s steadfast love endures forever.” 

 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,  

 that I may enter through them  

 and give thanks to the Lord. 

 

This is the gate of the Lord;  

 the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me  

 and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected  

 has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing;  

 it is marvelous in our eyes. 



 

 

This is the day that the Lord has made;  

 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!  

 O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

The Lord is God,  

 and he has given us light.  

Bind the festal procession with branches,  

 up to the horns of the altar. 

 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  

 you are my God, I will extol you. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good,  

 for God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING  Matthew 21:1-11 

 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  

 

“Tell the daughter of Zion,  

Look, your king is coming to you,  

humble, and mounted on a donkey,  

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  

 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 

put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting,  

 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

   

The word of the Lord. 



 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SERMON “The Great Adaptation”  

 

 
RESPONDING 

(GOD HAS SPOKEN, AND WE RESPOND. WE AFFIRM OUR FAITH, PRAY FOR THE WORLD, RE-

COMMIT OURSELVES TO MISSION, PRESENT OUR TITHES & GIFTS, AND OFFER THANKS 

THAT GOD CONTINUES TO SPEAK TODAY.) 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from the Confession of 1967 

 

We acknowledge that God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of human minds. We 

ascribe to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  But in Jesus Christ God reveals 

love by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness 

in receiving sinful people. The power of God’s love in Christ transforms the world and 

discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose 

of divine love. Amen. 

   

PRESENTING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 

 

(You are invited to send your offering to the church through regular mail or online banking.  

SAPC members, please include your offering envelope number in the memo line.) 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & DEDICATION 

 

God of all good gifts, we thank you for showing us how to care for each other. May these 

gifts lead to great feasting for those who have no banquets set before them, and may they 

proclaim your desire that all your creation live in peace; in the name of the one who came 

to draw all people to himself, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 
SENDING 

(WE HEAR THE CHARGE, RECEIVE THE BENEDICTION,  

AND ARE SENT TO CARRY GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD.) 

 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” ELLACOMBE 

 



 

 

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 

Through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang; 

To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to His breast, 

The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

 

From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd, 

The victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud; 

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 

Nor scorned that little children should on His bidding wait. 

 

“Hosanna in the highest!” that ancient song we sing, 

For Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven our King. 

O may we ever praise Him with heart and life and voice, 

And in His blissful presence eternally rejoice. 


